Shirlington Education and Employment Center (SEEC)

2710 South Nelson Street

Shirlington, Virginia

Members of the Central and Latin American community in Arlington founded SEEC to help those (usually men) seeking work as day laborers in the metropolitan DC area.  The center is located close to one of the main assembly points for day laborers in the Arlington area (as you will see).  The Center provides shelter for those looking for jobs, help to those who might have been injured or mistreated on a job, access to English instruction and computer skills (very important in our economy), and health and living advice to those new to the US. 

Mr. Bohoquez, who comes from Peru, will be able to tell you a great deal about both the Center and the problems faced by those who need its services.  He is looking forward very much to meeting you.   In return, please remember to be polite and respectful, both to those who work at the Center and to those who use its services. Don’t forget to say ‘Good Morning’ or ‘Hi’ to those you meet, and to shake hands with anyone to whom you are introduced.  These may sound like very small points, and please don’t be offended that we make them.  But it is very easy, when in an unfamiliar situation, to draw in on oneself and not respond as openly as one usually does. 

In this particular location, the taking of photographs, especially of those who use the Center, is probably not appropriate.  So think about other ways in which you might represent visually the Center, its users and your own experiences there.

Some Ideas to Consider

Notice, as you approach the junction of Shirlington Road and Four Mile Run Drive, the day laborers assembling at the corners, waiting for potential employers to drive past and hire them for the day.   Try to imagine what it must be like to stand on a cold, dark street corner in the middle of winter, hoping that someone will employ you, just for one day.  And try to imagine what it must feel like if you don’t find a job for the day, or for several days in a row.  

Think, too, about the problems speak someone might encounter if he didn’t speak English very well.  How would he know what kind of work he was being offered, how much he would be paid, how dangerous the job was, and so on.  What recourse might he have if the employer did not pay him at the end of the day?  How might workers in this situation be vulnerable to exploitation? 

Before you leave the area, go back to Shirlington Road and, instead of returning to I-395, follow Shirlington Road towards the shopping and restaurant complex of Shirlington Village.  (You will see the parking garage on your left, across the road).  Look at the style of shops, the prices in the restaurants (you may be able to grab a cup of coffee in Best Buns), and the styles of condominium around the shopping center.  

Think about this juxtaposition of suburban opulence on one side of the creek, and the poverty on the other.  What conclusions might you raw from this juxtaposition?  Think about what aspects of life in this area as a whole are ‘visible’ to those who visit Shirlington Village to eat and watch movies, and which aspects are ‘invisible.’  And think about the people, too.  Who is ‘visible’ and who is ‘invisible’?  Why?  How has your ability to ‘see’ changed as a result of your visit?  

Directions:
Take Braddock East to the Beltway

Take the Beltway South towards Richmond

Exit from the Beltway onto I 395 North (Exit 4B, on the left.  This exit creeps up on you very quickly so make sure you are in the left lane in plenty of time.  The traffic can be so heavy early in the morning that it’s hard to change lanes.)

Merge onto I-395 North

Leave by Exit 6, marked Shirlington, and take the left fork on the exit ramp, also marked Shirlington

As you reach the top of the slope of the exit ramp, merge over to the right (watch for traffic behind you on the right)

Merge right onto Shirlington Road

At the first light, turn left onto Four Mile Run Drive

Turn left onto South Nelson Street

The Shirlington Employment and Education Center is the low white building to your left, tight next to the park.

You will find several parking meters just opposite the Center.  Bring a supply of quarters (3 quarters required for an hour’s parking).

