Site Visit to Organization of American States (OAS) 

and the Art Museum of the Americas

Professor Scott will lead Group 2 from each of the five seminars to the OAS Art Museum of the Americas. Please plan to meet outside the 18th Street entrance by 10 a.m. When the museum opens, we will go in together, and Maria Leyva will lead a tour and will answer your questions. 

In preparation for the site visit, please be sure to do the following:

· Go to the OAS website at http://www.oas.org and get a feel for the organization and the art museum. Please be sure to read “History at a Glance,” and “Promotion of Cultural Values.” 

· Visit the virtual gallery so that you will have some idea what to expect when you see the art museum’s permanent collection.

· Jot down questions that you may have as you are viewing the website.

Although we are certainly interested in the art produced by artists in Central and South America, our primary goal of this site visit is to help us understand this organization’s perspective on what exactly constitutes “culture” from these countries. For example, you might consider asking some of the following questions:

· Who decides which artists will exhibit in the museum? (And you would then consider the implications of the answer. For example, who gets in and who is left out?)

· How was the art for the permanent collection chosen? Were the individual pieces gifts or purchases? How were they solicited? 

· Are all of the artists famous (in the U.S., in their own countries)? 

· Does the art conform to the cultural values and artistic standards of the home country of the artists, or do they conform to European standards? (And what are the implications of the answer to that question? For example, you may want to consider what role imperialism played in the choice of images, the media, or the palette.) 

We will be looking at some older works, but I have asked the director to pay particular attention to contemporary works of art. In particular, I would like for you to notice if the art of the 1980s by artists from Central America reflects the political turmoil we studied in the School of the Americas video.

